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Grammy-Nominated 
Ensemble Performs 
with Chamber Singers

Archaeology Groups Host Atlatl Competition

By Jonathan Elkins

By Jonathan Elkins

E astern New Mexico University hosted the Grammy-nominated New York 
Polyphony this past week, marking the group’s third visit to Portales in recent 

years. “It’s always a treat to perform here in Buchanan Hall.” said Geoffery Williams, 
the groups’ countertenor. The New York Polyphony has been touring for several 
months previous to their performance at ENMU, making appearances in Germany, 
the Netherlands, Italy and Canada. The groups focuses primarily on Renaissance- and 
Medieval-era musical pieces. They maintain a rigorous touring schedule, participation in 
and organizing concerts all over the world. 

During each visit to Portales, the New York Polyphony works with the ENMU chamber 
singers. “We perform a piece, and then they give us feedback on how the performance was, 
and what we could do to make the music come to life. This gives the choir an opportunity 
to have a different perspective on what the music has the potential to be,” said Cecilia 
McAfee, a member of  the ENMU Chamber Singers. “They help us understand how a 
simple change in how we phrase a line can make the music more interesting, and how a 
change in diction in each piece can bring a great amount of  character to it,” she added. 

The concert was a collaboration between the Friends of  Music, the ENMU Music 

department, and the New York Polyphony. The concert, named “Conversations,” consisted 
of  14 pieces in total ranging from 14th-century songs to more contemporary works. 
The ENMU chambers singers collaborated with both the New York Polyphony and Dr. 
Stephanie Beinlich to bring to life a 15th-century piece of  music called “Miserere Mei, Deus.” 
This work was written by Gregorio Allegri and was originally sung in the Sistine chapel. 
The song was forbidden to be performed outside of  particular services in the chapel. The 
combined efforts and talents of  everyone involved resulted in a beautiful performance. 

O n Saturday Oct. 26, The New Mexico Historic Preservation Division and the Mu 
Alpha Nu Archaeology Club hosted the New Mexico Archaeology fair and Atlatl 

competition at Blackwater Draw. Both groups organized the event in order to celebrate 90 
years of  archaeological research at the Blackwater site, and to educate the public regarding 
the lives of  the ancient people of  New Mexico. 

Mu Alpha Nu is a student organization dedicated to promoting an active interest in the 
field of  anthropology. The Mu Alpha Nu President, Taylor McCoy, said that the purpose 
of  the event was to “1) Raise awareness of  archaeology; 2) To get people out to the site and 
to enjoy the open house, we’d like people to come out here more often; and 3) This is an 
opportunity for Mu Alpha Nu to raise money through our concession stand.”  Members 
of  Mu Alpha Nu were tasked with manning the concession stand during the event, selling 
much needed refreshments to those in attendance. Event organizers also held a raffle, with 
attendees standing to win prizes ranging from hand-made quilts to posters. 

The Atlatl is an ancient spear throwing weapon used for hunting, and for warfare. The 
device greatly increased the force and impact of  a spear, and drastically changed life for 
ancient peoples. “The use of  atlatls greatly increased the accuracy of  spears, and made 
hitting large targets more useful individually,” said Josh Iru, a member of  Mu Alpha Nu.  
“These tools made hunting larger game more effective, though it would still have been 
difficult to hit small game on the ground.” he added.  “The point of  the competition is to 
educate people, and to show how hunting was practiced for many years.” Iru said.          

Activities during this year’s event included flint knapping, corn grinding, Lithic and 
Ceramic displays, and Yucca Crafts. Every event served to add to the atmosphere of  fun 
and learning. People of  all ages came out to try their hand at using the atlatl, realizing 
only too soon how difficult the task truly is. Most people struggled to land their first few 
throws, but after practice and explanation, participants started to get the hang of  the 
technique required to consistently hit their targets. Directly following the competition, the 
site director gave a guided tour of  the Blackwater bone bed, where many ancient fossils 
have been unearthed over the last 90 years. 

Members of  Mu Alpha Nu participate in the fair and atlatl competition at Blackwater Draw. 
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Copyright Notice

The Chase is published and distributed free. Every Eastern New Mexico 
University student, faculty, and staff member is entitled to one free copy. The 
publisher reserves the right to edit, reject, or cancel an advertisement or editorial 
copy at any time, and will not be responsible for checking accuracy of items 
submitted for publication or for more than one wrong insertion of advertising 
copy. All contents of this publication are copyrighted 2019 by Eastern New 
Mexico University, 1500 S. Avenue K, Portales, NM 88130. All rights reserved.

Letter Policy

The Chase welcomes letters to the editor or guest columns from all members of 
the Eastern New Mexico University community. Submissions must include the 
author’s name, email, and phone number for purposes of identification. Contact 
information will not be published. The Chase does not publish anonymous 
letters or letters that are promotional in nature. The Chase reserves the right 
to edit letters and guest columns for length, clarity, and style, as well as the 
right to withhold letters based on the discretion of the editors. Letters to the 
editor and guest columns express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this publication. It is our belief that under the 
First Amendment, writers have the right to voice unpopular opinions and the 
privilege to either agree or disagree with the majority. Letters to the editor 
and guest contributions help preserve the right of students at this university to 
discuss and challenge what oftentimes can be disliked.

Zuni Olla Maidens Dance Group – 7 
p.m., November 4, CUB Ballroom

Native Heritage Month Kick-off/
tabling – 11:30 a.m., November 4, CUB 
Lobby

Native but Foreign – 7 p.m., 
November 5, JWLA 112

Navajo Bingo – 6 p.m., November 6, 
CUB Multicultural Lounge

Fry Bread Sale – 11 a.m., November 7, 
CUB Native American Affairs

Sherwood: The Adventures of  Robin 
Hood – 7 p.m., November 7 - November 
10, ENMU UTC

"Badge of  Honor" Book Signing – 2 
p.m., November 11, CUB Pecos Room 

Miss Native Photogenic – 11 a.m., 
November 12, CUB Lobby

Miss Native ‘19-’20 Pageant – 6 p.m., 
November 13, CUB Aztec Room

Pops Concert – 7 p.m., November 16,  
CUB Ballroom

Steel Band Concert – 7 p.m., 
November 18, Buchanan Hall (ENMU 
Music Building)

Navajo ONNSFA – 9 a.m., November 
20, CUB Multicultural Lounge

Thanksgiving Banquet and Dessert 
Potluck – 6 p.m., November 21, CUB 
Ballroom

Fall Jazz Concert – 7 p.m., November 
21, Buchanan Hall (ENMU Music 
Building)

John Olsen & Friends – 7 p.m., 
November 21, Buchanan Hall (ENMU 
Music Building)

Freshman Showcase – 7 p.m., 
November 21 - November 24, ENMU 
University Theatre Center

Tracy Carr Faculty Oboe Recital – 7 
p.m., November 25, Buchanan Hall 
(ENMU Music Building)

Event Calendar

Enjoy writing?
Have a story to tell?

Volunteer for 
The Chase!

Email us today!
the.chase@enmu.edu

Featured 
Photographer:
Rebecca Darrup, a student in the Digital 
Photography course this Fall 2019 semester.
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J ust because Eastern New Mexico University is located in the small town of  Portales 
doesn’t mean its students are hard-pressed to find something to do. In fact, living in a 

smaller town can mean spending more time with friends or honing new skills. 
Aside from working and doing homework, Gabrielle Smith, a junior at ENMU who is 

majoring in communication with an emphasis in public relations and a minor in business, 
said that she likes to hang out with friends. Smith added that she and her friends like to 
enable their coffee addictions by going to Sweetwaters at Landall’s to hang out. “Typically, 
when my friends and I get together, we go to events held on campus,” she said. She said 
that another recent hobby she has taken up is cooking. Although she is not involved in any 
clubs on campus, Smith added that she is a peer mentor. 

Clarissa Hewett, a junior majoring in communication disorders, said that in her free time 

she likes to watch movies, Netflix, and hang out with friends. “I like to go to Clovis with my 
friends and we usually go to Walmart or the mall … pretty much whenever.” Hewett said that 
when she hangs out with friends, they normally make dinner together and have a game night. 
Clarissa added she likes that ENMU is in a small town, since she grew up in a small town. 

Michael Gregory, a senior majoring in Wildlife and Fisheries, said he plays video games, 
hangs out with friends, and drives around town listening to music with his free time. He is 
also involved with two clubs on campus. “I am the Vice President of  the Fish and Wildlife 
club, and I am a part of  the ENMU eSports team,” he said. Gregory said that his favorite 
hangouts are the movie theater and local parks. “When my friends and I get together we 
usually go out and play disc golf, or we stay in and watch movies or play card games.” 

What ENMU Students do for Fun

International Student Adjusts to Eastern 

By Marilyn Upchurch

By Zack Santos

S tarting school at Eastern New Mexico University can be a nervous, new and exciting 
time, but for our international students, it can be a completely different ball of  wax. 

For Jinseong Kim, an international student in his junior year from Seoul, South Korea, 
school in the States is “Pretty much completely different.” Kim sticks to a regular schedule 
to keep a sense of  normalcy to help adjust to coming to a university so different from what 
he is used to in Seoul. Kim starts every morning at 7 a.m. by eating breakfast, either in his 
home at San Juan Village or in the dining hall at the Campus Union Building. After the most 
important meal of  the day, Kim checks his syllabus for class, then begins his classes at either 
8 a.m. or 9 a.m. every day. Kim is a business major and hopes to begin a career working for 
a bank. Kim has even applied for an internship in Korea to continue his experience after 
this semester. “I was always busy in Seoul, so things are more relaxed here because I am 
only taking twelve credit hours,” said Kim. Kim continues his schedule by going to the gym 
three days a week on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays. “I always go to the gym because all 
the food here is perfect to gain weight, so that’s why I try maintain my weight,” he said. “I 
work out for two hours every day, then go home and rest or maybe take a nap, then time 
for dinner,” said Kim. He spends his free time doing homework with friends he’s met from 
organizations he’s joined, or other international students. 

Coming from not only a different school but also a vastly different country and adjusting 
to a new culture was in itself  a major task. “My schedule in Seoul was always busy so I would 
have to eat lunch quickly to get to the next class,” he said. “Here, we spend a lot of  time 
sitting and talking between classes.” Coming to a new university located in what some would 
consider a rural community also brought some new challenges as well. “In Seoul I can go 
anywhere I want just by walking or taking the subway, but here everything is spread out,” he 
said. “I have to get rides from friends if  I want to buy groceries for me to cook for myself.”

The biggest difference according to Kim was the classroom dynamic here at Eastern. “It 
might be an Asian thing, but all the students are always extremely polite to the professor, so 
we don’t ask questions or question them if  we think they are wrong, but like here students 
and professors are more open minded to hearing opinions.”

Kim began considering education at Eastern after talking to some students at his school 
that had already been to ENMU two years ago as international students. They explained to 
him the affordability and overall community that ENMU had to offer. Kim maintains weekly 
contact with his parents and loved ones back home via video chat, but plans on making 
the most of  his experience while he is a Greyhound. “If  I didn’t join organizations or meet 
other international friends, I would just stay in my apartment every day,” he said. “But 
luckily, I made friends so that makes my time here good.”

Jinseong Kim is an international student at Eastern New Mexico University. He decided to attend ENMU after 
talking with some friends who attended two years prio. 

The Chase photo: Zack Santos

Muslim Student Organization 
to Arrive at Eastern
By Zack Santos

A new student organization is starting up on Eastern New Mexico University’s 
campus to cater to an untapped demographic.  Angelina Idris, along with two other 

students, met on campus two weeks ago and began starting up and seeking new members 
for their new Muslim student organization. The group needs five total members to start 
their group meetings and hopefully expand and cater to other students on campus as well. 
Idris is a social work major, so her focus is on helping people. “It’s my goal to help anyone 
who needs help especially with young people maintaining their faith in school because 
people get discouraged,” Idris stated. The organization has goals to spread awareness to 
other Muslim students and offer literature, offering support to any students that need it 
and opening the local Al Hilal Masjid or Portales Islamic Center for students to have a 
special place for organized prayer.

In the Muslim religion, there is a methodical prayer schedule lined out on Friday 
which is considered the religion’s Holy Day. This day requires men and women to attend 
community prayer on Fridays. The prayers are set and lead by men and women separately 
in a room to preserve and maintain modesty. It begins at sunrise with Fajr at 6 a.m. and 
continues with Dhuhr at 12:37 p.m., Asr at 3:40 p.m., Maghrib at 6:10 p.m., and ending 
with Isha’a at 7:14 p.m. These five prayers are all obligatory prayers in the Islamic faith 
and correlates directly with the meaning of  the word Muslim, obedient to the will of  God. 
The group’s overall focus is to bring together a group of  people that are like-minded in 
agreement and pray. 

If  anyone would like any additional information or would like to join the group they 
are encouraged to meet with the Campus Life Office or email the contact for the Masjid at 
frank.coats@enmu.edu.  
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Notice of Public Meeting
Thursday, November 7th | 3:45 – 4:30

In the Pecos Room (Campus Union Building)

The ENMU CDIS Graduate Program is currently in the reaccreditation 
process. CAA Site Visitors will be on campus to discuss the Program with any 

member of  the public during this time. This meeting is open to clients, families, 
parents, cooperating agencies, or community members.

Please attend and give your feedback! If  you cannot attend this meeting and 
wish to comment, please call 575-562-2156 for instructions on how to do so.

There’s Always Time
By  Jennifer Lapp - HoundBytes

I f  there is anything I know, it is the lack of  time in a single day you have when you have 
children. Working while the kids have school is the calm of  the day, but after school 

and work comes the battle for time. I quickly rush home and grab the kids from the bus 
stop, then throw something together for dinner while politely reminding them to get their 
shoes on and get ready for practice. It feels like a never-ending, crazy Groundhog Day type 
of  scenario that us parents go through daily. I am here to tell you, however, that there is 
time within those crazy days to squeeze in some actual quality moments with your children. 

One way I include them is to make sure they all pile into the family car and travel with 
me to drop off  one of  their siblings at sports practice. This seems crazy if  they are of  
age to stay home alone or watch the younger siblings, but it has lent way to some of  the 
absolute best conversations and stories. We drop one off  at practice then head over to 
Starbucks or Sam’s Club to do some shopping together. I attend graduate school online, 
so we often go to a place that offers free WIFI like Starbucks, Jason’s Deli or Panera. 
Elaborate dishes are not purchased while there, but we get some drinks, squeeze into 
a booth and break out the books. We discuss what we are doing at random times, and 
honestly, it has helped not only the communication between all of  us but has held each 
of  us accountable for our schoolwork. If  you don’t have any work, grab a book and read 
together. At times, ask how your child’s day was or what they are doing for homework; it 
helps build that rapport with you as well as with each other. 

 Another kind of  off-the-wall thing I do with my kids is have them take turns setting 
out lunch for the next day. Somehow it turns into another conversation, just one-on-one 
between me and the assigned child. It is only a short 15 minutes or so, but it is quality talk 
time and it prepares them for the next day. With four children, alone time is a commodity 
and these short moments become golden opportunities for us both. According to NAEYC 
(National Association for the Education of  Young Children) having a “connect” time with 
your child daily in situations that make sense, provides support and reassurance for your 
child. It is not always those planned experiences that leave a mark, but the unplanned, spur-
of-the moment things that just happen that make the child open up.

I also strongly suggest that you turn off  the television and join your child in their space, 
yes, the dreaded bedroom. I promise you that they will allow you in if  you approach it on 
their terms.  I like to wait until around my own bedtime (because my teen goes to bed later 
than me) and have the entire group of  siblings join me in the eldest’s room. We all sit on 
the bed or on the floor and talk and laugh for a few minutes; those are fun moments right 
before we all go off  to our own rooms for the night. Literally five minutes, but we are 
together for those few minutes and hugs ensue. Best five minutes of  my day!

 If  you can’t gather all the kids together or they just won’t let you into their world, that 
is okay. Play the music they like, I can guarantee they will follow it! It will open an amazing 
dialogue about their likes and dislikes; play one of  your favorite songs, then one of  theirs 
and continue. I have found that the other children will join you in this fun round of  
musical entertainment and include everyone’s interests. This not only opens a dialogue, but 
it gives insight often, they explain the song to you and their interpretation may surprise you. 
We do this on long road trips as well and I have found that the more you include them with 
your own likes, the more prone they are to share their likes.

 It may seem like yet another chore to make time with your children (especially teens), 
but it really is just including them in your world and you in theirs. None of  us want a 
“Cats in the Cradle” situation, but we also don’t want to be those weird helicopter parents 
hovering over their child’s every moment. There is a balance and it takes time to create 
unbreakable bonds and maintain relationships, so take your child with you to the store and 
just talk. Talk about anything and everything that little person wants to talk about, and it 
may not make sense to you, but it surely makes sense in their mind. Opening that line of  
communication while they are young, leads to trust and communication as they get older. 
According to child development expert, Gail Fernandez, MD, the time you spend with 
your child can follow the child into their own journey as a parent, and they will model 
your parenting. So, for the sake of  your grandchildren, take them to the park, take a walk, 
join them in their room and play their music. Talk to them and for goodness sake listen to 
them; they will be some of  best conversations you will ever have!

Librarians Comment on Courteous ENMU Students
By Marilyn Upchurch

Librarians at the Golden Student Success Center have been noticing students exhibitng courteous acts lately. 
The Chase photos: Marilyn Upchurch

G ene Bundy, the Special Collections Librarian at Eastern New Mexico Universities 
Golden Student Success Center, and Melveta Walker, the Director at GSSC, both stated 

that students at ENMU are courteous to faculty members, guests and other students alike. 
Bundy said that recently a man came to pick up duplicate books from the library and 

they had to carry out many books on carts. When doing so, Bundy said that students were 
very helpful with the task. 

“We hauled eight or nine of  those carts out and we filled a U-Haul plus a Jeep with 
books, and every time we would come down and get to the door if  there was a student 
coming, they held the doors open for us.” He added that at about the third time the man 
looked at Bundy and said, “do all the students here do this? Is this common?” Bundy said 
that his response was, “yeah, they just do that.” The man told Bundy that where he is from, 
no one holds doors open for others. “I told him we have farm and ranch kids and we have 
a lot of  first-generation kids whose parents brought them up to be courteous.”  

Melveta Walker said that she has the opportunity to see students doing kind things for others 
from her office window. Her office is located near the computer area at the GSSC and she said 
when students print things off, other students are kind enough to hand each other their work. 

“When there are things on the printer, if  there is someone sitting over here and two or 
three people are printing something off, they’ll pick them up and take them to each other 
even if  they don’t know them.” 

Walker said that if  someone is having difficulty printing something or using the 
computer and walks up to get help from media services, about half  the time another 
student at the computers will offer to help them. “I’ve just noticed that our students are 
very courteous to each other, and to us.” 

She commented on how an international student who used to work at the library told 
her that they didn’t want to leave ENMU because “people are nice here.” The student told 
Walker that people aren’t nice where they’re from. “She said ‘everyone here wants to help 
you and they invite you to things, that doesn’t happen where I live.’” 

Walker added that perhaps the reason is that it just rubs off  on people. “That’s a typical 
thing in a rural community because parents in rural areas have more time to spend with 
their kids. They spend time doing chores and kids learn from their parents.”  


